
Hacktivities: Civic Engagement

Shadow a student

Shadowing a student is a powerful tool to gain deep empathy 
and insight into this topic area. Use our Shadow Guide to capture 
insights and reflections.  

D E S C R I P T I O N:

I N S T R U C T I O N S :

H A C K T I V I T Y  #5

Students

  Find a student to shadow + ask for permission. Share your goals with them! 

  Observe with care. Imagine yourself in the student’s shoes. 

  Take photos + capture quotes. With permission, take some photos and 
capture direct quotes to share back later. 

  Notice surroundings. What is the student’s body language telling you? When 
are they most animated? When are they most reserved? What emotions are 
they revealing? Are there inconsistencies between what the student says and 
what the student does?

  How did it feel to be a student? 

  What was the best moment? What was the most challenging moment?  

  What early ideas or new insights did shadowing spark? 

Before:

During:

After:

Actvivity with:

S H A R E : Share your reflections in the Discover phase at www.TeachersGuild.org. What were 
some of the key insights you heard? What does it make you think about for future 
opportunities?
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